“On Civil Government” Class Outline

Session #1

* The importance of John Calvin’s work

* A short biography of John Calvin and his work in Geneva

* The controversy of Servetus and the role of the state in regulating false religion

* The controversy of the Geneva press laws

Session #2

* Commentary 

Four views:  Pluralism, Christian America, Theonomy, National Confessionalism 
* Sections 1-3

 Since God ordains government, we must have government.
Session #3
* Section 4

Evil leaders and tyrannical polity are ordained by God.
* Section 5

The Old Testament institution of government is still valid.
* Section 6 

Rulers must act according to God’s law.
* Commentary

God can ordain evil rulers and yet hold them accountable to His law.
* Section 7
 
Woe to those who speak evil of the ruler.
Session #4

* Section 8 

All forms of government are ordained of God.  
* Commentary

What would Calvin have thought of the American Revolution?
* Section 9 

The duty of magistrates to follow both tablets of the law
* Commentary

The state’s responsibility in regulating religion & professing Christ
Session #5

* Section 10 

Capital punishment

* Section 11-12

Going to war

* Section 13

The right of rulers to tax

* Section 14-16

The basis for the law of the land 

* Commentary

The Mosaic Judicial Law is not for Gentile nations.
Session #6

* Section #17-21 
The duty of the private citizen concerning the use of the courts
* Section #22

How to treat rulers and magistrates
* Section #23 

Obedience and deference to rulers

* Commentary

The Biblical view of government vs. the secular enlightenment view
Session #7

* Session #24-25
 Respect and obedience for evil rulers

* Commentary

The Biblical response vs. the response of rationalism

* Section #26-28 
Biblical texts on the authority of evil rulers

* Section #29

We are to focus on our responsibility toward rulers.

* Section #30 

God raises up evil men to persecute evil rulers.
* Section #31 

God strikes down evil rulers.
* Section #32 

Civil disobedience

